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Abstract | Main Topics

The USA’s National Academy of Science, assessing the case for an electron ion collider (EIC), stated that revealing the
origin of the proton’s mass is one-of the most profound questions in physics. The question’s simplicity hides its breadth.
Its answer will explain, inter alia: why the proton is stable; why mproton = 2000 melectron; and why the ‘strongly-
interacting pion possesses a lepton-like mass. Not all answers may need to wait for an EIC. The last decade has seen
considerable improvements in our theoretical understanding of these issues, owing to major advances in continuum and
lattice methods. Moreover, new generation experiments promise to expose the structure of hadrons with unprecedented
detail. We are on the verge of a new era in strong interaction physics.

This workshop will therefore gather a group of experts to discuss significant developments, identify new goals, and plan
the next steps forward in strong QCD.
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